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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

ROMSEY  AND  STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

To  the  Chairman  arid  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge  Rural 

District  Council . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1955. 

During  1955  the  health  of  the  district,  as  measured  by  the  vital 
statistics,  remained  satisfactory.  The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was 
low  and  no  dramatic  epidemic  spotlighted  the  work  of  your  Health 
Department.  However,  that  work  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
has  undoubtedly  helped  in  preserving  the  community  health.  Most  of 
the  work  of  a  modern  Health  Department  is  educative  and  I  am  sure 
that  education  is  now  the  best  way  to  raise  the  general  standard  of 
health.  The  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  of  paramount  impor¬ 
tance  in  this  respect  and  their  advice  and  help  to  the  general  public 
over  many  years  is  an  excellent  example  of  Health  Education. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  Officers  of  this  Council  for  their  help 
and  willing  co-operation. 

I  am  especially  grateful  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Andrews. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  MORRISON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff  at  31st  December,  1955. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Rodent  Officer 
Clerk 


S.  L.  MORRISON, 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

H.  G.  SMITH, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

D.  G.  ANDREWS, 

CERT.,  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I. 

G.  RAWLINS. 

Miss  J.  A.  PROOM. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (Acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  82,606 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  20,620 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.1955)  .  .  .  .  .  .  £212,296 

Product  of  each  penny  of  General  Rate  (1.4.1955)  £875.11 

Number  of  Council  Houses  Built  (before  1939)  .  .  422 

Number  of  Council  Houses  Built  (after  1944)  .  .  403 


825 

Total  (less  those  erected  in  former  Parish  of 

Millbrook  . .  . .  . .  .  .  128=697 


Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  during  1955  17 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses,  31.3.56  .  .  5,825 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1955,  as  supplied  by 

the  Registrar  General. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — 

Total  Registered 

308 

161 

147 

Legitimate  .  . 

295 

154 

141 

Illegitimate  .  . 

13 

7 

6 

Still  Births — 

Total  Registered 

4 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths — 

Total  Registered 

186 

94 

92 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age:  — 

Total  Registered 

6 

3 

3 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks:  — 

Total  Registered 

5 

3 

2 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 
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Comparative  Statistics 

where  available 

Romsey  and 

England 

Stockbridge 

and 

Rural  District 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

16-4 

150 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

12*8 

23-1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  . 
Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  — 

8-8 

11-7 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

19-4 

24-9 

Comparability  Factors  Births — 1*10  Deaths — 0-97 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1955. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

0 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infectious  and  Parastic  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

0 

4 

„  ,,  Lung  and  Bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

„  „  Breast 

0 

3 

3 

,,  „  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  .  . 

10 

6 

16 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

8 

23 

31 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

20 

14 

34 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

19 

34 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 

0 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

11 

18 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  . 

3 

0 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Suicide  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

94 

92 

186 
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Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics. 

The  various  rates  calculated  from  the  births  and  deaths  are  all 
satisfactory.  The  numbers  and  causes  of  death  are  similar  to  previous 
years. 

Tne  following  table  illustrates  the  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate 
during  the  last  sixteen  years. 


Infant  Mortality.  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births. 


Quinquennial 

Average 

Romsey  & 
Stockbridge  R.D. 

England  & 

Wales 

1939-1943 

A  A 

!  r 

53i 

1940-1944 

44 

52* 

1941-1945 

40 

50 

1942-1946 

33 

47 

1943-1947 

33 

45 

1944-1948 

34 

42 

1945-1949 

31 

39 

1946-1950 

28 

36 

1947-1951 

30 

33 

1948-1952 

30 

31 

1949-1953 

27i 

29* 

1950-1954 

26 

28 

1951-1955 

26 

27 

The  absence  of  deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  for  a 
sixth  year,  is  noted  and  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  General 
Medical  Practitioner’s  Service,  the  District  Nurses  and  the  Hospital 
Service  of  the  Area. 

SECTION  R.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Romsey  and  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Hampshire  County 
Council.  This  combined  appointment  helps  to  co-ordinate  the  medical 
services  supplied  by  the  County  Council  as  the  local  health  authority 
in  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
with  the  services  supplied  by  the  District  Council. 

2.  The  County  Council  supply  the  following  services  : — 

(a)  Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Romsey  (1)  and  Broughton 
(1)  and  controlled  from  the  County  Council  Offices  at 
Winchester.  Additional  ambulances  can  be  sent  to  the  District 
from  the  depot  at  Winchester. 
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(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nurses  are  responsible  for  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  home  nursing.  They  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  General  Practitioners  of  their  areas.  No  nursing  arrange¬ 
ment  or  contribution  is  made  by  the  District  Council,  but  nine 
members  represent  the  Council  on  the  District  Health  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  County  Council. 

District  Nurses  : — - 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Beauchamp,  Carew  Cottage,  Dunbridge. 

Miss  M.  M.  Chapman,  22,  Plough  Gardens,  Broughton. 

Miss  I.  C.  Clarke,  1,  Manor  Road,  East  Tytherley. 

Miss  P.  R.  Cork,  8,  Winfrith  Way,  Nursling. 

Miss  M.  Laycock,  74,  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Miss  M.  Neal,  2,  New  Road,  Middle  Wallop. 

Miss  S.  Rowell,  Nurses  Cottage,  West  Wellow. 

Miss  B.  D.  Sharp,  74,  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Sheppard,  32,  Eldon  Road,  King’s  Somborne. 


Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  M.  L.  Collins,  H.C.C.  Health  Centre,  Junction  Road, 
Andover. 

Mrs.  M.  Pointer,  “Bryn-Coed,”  Newtown  Road,  Awbridge. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Ward,  Flat  2,  Harefield  House,  Mile  Hill,  Romsey. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Watts,  41,  Newlands  Avenue,  Southampton. 

Miss  D.  D.  Woodcock,  48,  Ashfield  Road,  Andover. 


(c)  Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  County  Council  employ  Health  Visitors,  who  visit 
children  from  the  age  of  two  weeks,  when  they  pass  from  the 
care  of  the  District  Nurse,  until  the  age  of  five  years,  when 
the  child  enters  school. 

In  addition,  the  County  Council  hold  child  welfare  clinics 
in  this  district  as  indicated  : — 


Broughton 

Houghton 

King’s  Somborne 

Lockerley 

Leckford 

Mottisfont 

North  Baddesley 

Nursling 

Over  Wallop 

Romsey 

Stockbridge 

Wellow 

West  Tytherley 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4ch  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
Every  Thursday  at  10  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
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The  child  welfare  clinics  are  staffed  by  Health  Visitors, 
Assistant  Count}  Medical  Officers  and  voluntary  Helpers.  The 
District  Nurses  generally  attend  these  clinics. 

(d)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Ante-natal  supervision  and  dental  care  are  provided  for 
mothers  and  dental  care  is  provided  for  children  up  to  the  age 
of  five. 

(e)  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  for  mothers  confined  at  home, 
for  those  in  charge  of  the  elderly,  the  chronic  sick,  etc.  Tne 
District  Nursing  Sub-Committee  receive  reports. 

(/)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

See  Section  “F”  of  this  report — Infectious  Diseases 
Prophylaxis. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness ,  care  and  after  care. 

These  services  are  part  of  the  duties  of  health  visitors  and 
district  nurses. 

3 .  Hospital  Services. 

The  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  supply  general  maternity 
and  infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis  and  small-pox)  hospital 
services  for  this  area. 

Orthopaedic  Cases — Children  in  this  area  attend  clinics  run  by  the 
staff  of  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  Alton,  at  Eastleigh, 
Andover,  Totton,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and  Winchester.  Physio¬ 
therapy  is  given  at  a  clinic  in  Romsey. 

4.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Winchester,  The  M.R.C.  Laboratory,  Southampton,  and 
the  Pathology  Department,  Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

(i)  Ninety-five  (95)  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 

bacteriological  examination  and  one  (1)  for  chemical  analysis. 

Of  the  bacteriological  samples  taken,  fifty-three  (53)  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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It  appears  that  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is 
high  but  this  to  a  large  extent  is  due  to  (a)  repeat  samples 
being  taken  whilst  endeavours  were  being  made  to  improve 
the  supply  and  (b)  that  most  supplies  were  suspect  before 
sampling. 

Water  was  carted  to  one  house  only  due  to  the  rainwater 
supply  failing. 

(ii)  Tne  Southampton  Corporation  are  the  Statutory  water 
undertakers  for  the  following  nine  (9)  Parishes  in  tne  soutnern 
part  of  the  Rural  District.  Ampfield,  Ciiilworth,  Braishfield, 
Michelmersh,  Mottisfont,  North  Baddesley,  Nursling  and 
Rownhams,  Romney  Extra  and  Sherfield  English. 

The  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  supply  water  to 
the  parishes  of  Melcnet  Park  and  Plaitford  and  Wellow. 

Tne  Rural  District  Council’s  Scheme  to  supply  water  to 
the  remainder  of  the  District  is  proceeding,  mains  are  being 
laid  and  Reservoirs  at  Broughton  and  Sherfield  English  are  in 
the  course  of  construction. 

(iii)  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  encountered 
during  the  year. 

(vi)  No  formal  action  was  taken  to  require  houses  to  be 

connected  to  the  mains  supply. 

(v)  The  numbers  of  dwellings  supplied  from  public  water 

mains  are  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Number  of 
Houses 

Ampfield 

283 

Chilworth 

211 

Braishfield  and  Michelmersh 

255 

Melchet  Park  and  Plaitford 

22 

North  Baddesley 

444 

Nursling  and  Rownhams 

514 

Romsey  Extra 

215 

Sherfield  English 

127 

Frenchmoor 

9 

Wellow 

270 

. 
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(vi)  The  following  extensions  of  water-mains  were  completed 

during  the  year. 


Parish 

Length 
in  yards 

Diam.  of  Mains 
in  inches 

Buckholt 

590 

9 

Chilworth 

(572 

41 

99 

(124 

3) 

East  Tytherley 

2000 

9 

9  9  99 

2450 

8 

Lockerley 

1320 

8 

99 

3560 

6 

9? 

1420 

4 

,, 

1180 

3 

East  Dean 

3880 

4 

Melchet  Park  and 

Plaitford 

1930 

4 

Nursling  and  Rown- 

hams  .  . 

440 

4 

Sherfield  English  .  . 

5980 

6 

99  9? 

2800 

4 

120 

3 

Wellow  .  . 

3250 

4 

2.  Sewerage. 

The  Contractors  have  commenced  laying  sewers  for  the  Parish  of 
North  Baddesley  and  good  progress  has  been  made.  This  Scheme 
should  come  into  operation  during  1956. 

The  following  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  completed. 


Parish 

Length 
in  yards 

Diam.  of  Sewers 
in  inches 

Nursling  and  Rown- 
hams  .  . 

3965 

9 

Chilworth 

640 

9 

North  Baddesley  .  . 

582 

6 

Romsey  Extra 

320 

9 

3.  SECTION  D. — HOUSING. 

(i)  Nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  (924)  houses  were 

inspected  during  the  year  for  the  purposes  of  slum  clearance. 
Two  hundred  and  four  (204)  are  recommended  for  demolition 
procedure.  Forty-eight  (48)  detailed  reports  have  been 
prepared. 
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(ii)  Seventeen  (17)  Council  Houses  were  erected  during  the 

year. 

(iii)  Sixty-three  (63)  Houses  were  erected  by  private  enter¬ 
prise. 

(iv)  Hutted  camps  under  control  of  Local  Authority. 


Number  of  Huts 
occupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

Number  of  Huts 
demolished 

Estimated  number 
of  persons  in 
occupation 

112 

48 

450 

(v)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  forty  (40)  moveable  dwellings  with  licences  and 
sixteen  (16)  licensed  sites  providing  accommodation  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  (162)  caravans. 

With  the  following  exceptions,  the  sites  are  very  satis¬ 
factory  and  only  the  best  type  of  trailer  caravan  is  permitted. 

The  exceptions  are  sites  owned  and  occupied  by  gypsies 
which  have  been  the  cause  of  several  complaints. 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

The  bi-monthly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  continued 
during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  refuse  collected  from  the  Rural  District,  refuse 
from  Romsey  Borough  (by  agreement  with  the  Rural  District  Council) 
is  now  dealt  with  by  the  Rural  District  Council’s  employees  at  the 
controlled  tip  at  Casbrook  Common. 

There  has  been,  during  the  year,  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
refuse  collected  and  a  problem  has  arisen  by  refuse  being  deposited  in 
roadside  ditches  particularly  in  the  Parish  of  Nursling  and  Rownhams. 


5.  SECTION  E.— FOOD. 

(i)  One  slaughter-house  was  licensed  but  not  used.  This 
licence  has  now  ceased  to  exist. 

(ii)  Milk. 

Twenty-four  (24)  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination.  All  proved  satisfactory.  There  are 
two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  District. 

(iii)  Several  “bottle  rinses”  taken  during  the  year  proved 
satisfactory. 
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(iv)  Ice-Cream. 

Fifty-eight  (58)  premises  are  now  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  the  Manufacture 
and/or  Sale  of  Ice-cream.  Forty-nine  (49)  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  were  placed  in  the  following  Grades. 

Provisional  Grade  1  —  41  samples. 


,,  ,,  4  —  1  sample. 

This  is  an  improvement  on  samples  taken  in  previous 
years. 

(v)  Restaurants  and  Hotel  kitchens  were  regularly  inspected 
together  with  other  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared, 
exposed  or  offered  for  sale. 

(vi)  No  outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  were  reported  during  the 
year. 


6.  Factories. 

(i)  Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(i) 

6 

dj? 

(2) 

No.  on 
Register 

i 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

(4) 

dumber  o 

Notices 

Written 

(5) 

f 

Occup’s 

Pros’ted 

(6) 

6 

o-Z 

2c 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  .  . 

1 

6 

9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  inclu¬ 
ded  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

64 

43 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworker) 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

70 

52 

— 

— 

10 


(ii)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

(i) 

d 

•  fH 

(2) 

Numbe 

-a 

2 

3 

o 

(3) 

r  of  Case 

•3 

<D 

a 

D 

Pi 

(4) 

-  VJ 

Referred  5' 

Ln  to  H.M.  ^ 

s '  Inspector  tr 

o’ 

- — —  »— 1 

_  Referred  0 

0\  by  H.M. 

Inspector  o 

< fi 

were 

i  “ 

<u  G 

cz)  o 

8'§ 
*  3 

(7) 

^  M/e. 

s28  line  No. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec. 
i) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2)  .  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (Sec.  3) 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(Sec.  4) 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (Sec.  6) 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

1 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  .  . 

10 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

11 

11 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work)  .  . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL  . . 

60 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

60 

(iii)  Five  (5)  Outworkers  were  employed  in  the  District  in  the 

making  of  Wearing  Apparel. 


7.  Rodent  Control. 

Heavy  rat  infestations  have  been  reduced  in  a  spectacular 
manner  and  whilst  it  is  too  early  to  judge  if  this  is  permanent 
or  only  a  temporary  decline,  the  outlook  is  most  encouraging. 

There  appears  to  be  two  factors  in  this  improvement,  the 
Council’s  efforts  in  Rodent  Control  and  the  use  of  Warfarin 
poison. 

SECTION  F. — PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  are 
tabulated  below  : 
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Notification  by  age-groups. 


Disease 

Total 

Notified 

Under  1  yr. 

CN 

1 

t-h 

3-4  yrs. 

5-9  yrs. 

10-14  yrs. 

15-44  yrs. 

|  45-64  yrs. 

65  and  over 

Fatalities 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

8 

_ 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

29 

1 

6 

8 

12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

Measles 

374 

6 

57 

94 

190 

13 

7 

3 

4 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentry 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

During  the  year,  combined  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  came  into  operation.  The  success  of  the  scheme  for 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  no  cases  in  this  district  since  1947,  and  no  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  since  1943.  To  keep  up  this  record,  it  is  essential  that  at 
least  75%  of  children  under  school  age  should  be  immunised. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Respir¬ 

atory 

Meninges 
&  C.N.S. 

Others 

Notifications  1955  : — 

Male 

4 

0 

0 

Female 

4 

1 

2 

Total : 

8 

1 

2 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Male 

0 

0 

0 

during  1955  : — 

Female 

0 

0 

- 

1 

There  is  a  decline  in  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified  and  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PROPHYLAXIS 


Diphtheria. 

The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  by  31st  December,  1955,  was 
as  follows  : — 


Children  born  during  1955 

37 

y  y 

>>  >> 

1954 

148 

yy 

yy  yy 

1953 

196 

y  y 

yy  yy 

1952 

161 

y  y 

yy  yy 

1951 

202 

yy 

,,  between  1946-1950 

. .  1236 

yy 

yy  yy 

1941-1945 

.  .  1054 

Smallpox. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-four  (184)  primary  vaccinations  were 
carried  out  in  1955  and  forty-seven  (47)  re-vaccinations.  Of  the 
vaccinations,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  (145)  were  of  infants  under 
1  year  of  age.  In  a  district  so  close  to  a  seaport  it  is  important  to 
have  a  high  level  of  vaccination  as  there  is  always  a  danger  of 
smallpox  arriving  from  abroad. 


